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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
December 5, 2019 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, December 5, 2019, was called to 
order at 3:01 P.M. by Jane Conner in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government 
Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Richard Chichester, Anita Dodd, James Tully, and Jane Conner 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Sue Henderson, David Rodriguez 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Lindsey Marr, Eva Campbell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ms. Conner called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1.       Falmouth Bridge Replacement  
 
Ms. Conner: Alright, the new business, the Falmouth Bridge replacement.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Right now we’re just agreeing to be a consulting party right? 
 
Ms. Campbell: So, I wanted to clear this up, so Stafford County itself is the consulting party, so when we get 
more information on it I’m going to present it and obviously pass it on to you all and the Architectural 
Review Board and we’ll compile all those comments and give those from the County itself. And so, I guess 
Kathy informed me that in the past the County is the consulting party and that you guys just give us your 
comments and we pass them along, so yeah. But we have nothing at this time… to even go over about it.  
 
Ms. Conner: Is there any other new business?  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

2.       Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Ms. Conner: Alright, the unfinished business, the annual Historic Preservation Awards.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I just wanted to update you guys that Lindsey went ahead and made all of those changes in all 
of the documents so it’s all updated now.  
 
Ms. Conner: Wonderful.  
 
Ms. Campbell: So we can take that off the agenda for next month.  
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Ms. Dodd: Okay and was the website updated as well? Because the website had inconsistencies and wrong 
information from the very get go and so this… 
 
Ms. Marr: I’ll talk to the staff member who updates our web pages and make sure that gets done.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Okay.  
 
Ms. Conner: Let’s have the minutes state that Ryan came in.  
 

3.  County-owned Cultural Resource Properties 
 
Ms. Conner: Alright, number three, the county-owned cultural resource properties. 
 
Ms. Campbell: So I know you all got the email that just talked about it here, Mike Morris the director of 
Parks and Recreation is currently, their team is currently working on more accurate emergency plans for all 
of historic sites and they hope to have that completed and be able to come and talk to you all about it 
sometime in the new year, hopefully February or March. So that’s the goal.  
 
Ms. Dodd: We don’t have any input on this? I mean who is helping him, because these are historic resources 
and some of them need specific kinds of management and so if we can help him somewhere… 
 
Ms. Campbell: I’m not sure what his resources are but I can ask him to come before they finalize it so you 
guys can input. 
 
Ms. Dodd: I think it might be a good idea for us to at least go over it before they do a final… 
 
Ms. Campbell: To share it with you all before they set anything in stone.  
 
Ms. Dodd: I’m worried because if there is anything that we wanted to add or whatever and they’ve already 
got it in place then you know it would be easier to do it beforehand then after.  
 
Ms. Campbell: Okay.  
 
Ms. Dodd: I mean if, I’m hoping we… 
 
Ms. Campbell: I’m sure he’d be happy to provide those, they probably would want as much guidance as they 
could get.  
 
Ms. Conner: Okay, I guess that there’s no additional presentations by the public… 
 
Ms. Campbell: I have something, just quickly, it’s not on the agenda but I wanted to share it as something 
going on, so I don’t know if any of you all are familiar with the Smith-Forbes house but in the entire district 
there’s a lot of other buildings that have been moved to the site. The owners of the property are currently 
looking at their options on what to do with it because they’re getting older and they’ve had Mr. Unruh come 
to Architectural Review Board meetings to kind of see different possibilities since many of the buildings on 
the property other than the parcel with the Smith-Forbes house are considered not really contributing to the 
district. One of the possibilities that Kathy talked to Gary Snellings about was changing the size of the 
district to what would be seen as more appropriate which was just the parcel with the Smith-Forbes house on 
it, but she wanted to get input from you all before we contacted Mr. Unruh to see if he wanted to move 
forward and go to the Board about a possible rezoning for the site. So I don’t know if you all want to wait 
until the next meeting to see what you think about it? 
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Ms. Dodd: Okay so, is it not within the historic district already? 
 
Ms. Campbell: It is, but they want to change the district basically to the more contributing area which is the 
Smith-Forbes House because there are a lot of other buildings on the property that… 
 
Ms. Dodd: So they want to create a new overlay?  
 
Ms. Campbell: They want to change the size of the district basically, because right now it just overlaps this 
huge piece of land and a bunch of buildings that they’re deeming non-contributing to the district.  
 
Mr. Chichester: I didn’t get the first part, you talking about Falmouth? 
 
Ms. Campbell: The Smith-Forbes house.  
 
Ms. Dodd: So you’re basically making the whole Falmouth District smaller? 
 
Ms. Campbell: The Smith-Forbes House district. That district.  
 
Ms. Dodd: I didn’t know it was on it’s own district.  
 
Ms. Campbell: Yeah there’s a separate one, I’ll send out an email with more detail on what they’ve been 
talking about before, because he hasn’t even made definitive plans that he even wants to go that route with 
the rezoning, so, but Kathy thought I should bring it up with you all so we can get some input on what you 
think about it.  
 
Ms. Dodd: I think we need some more information. What were they talking about possibly doing with the 
property? 
 
Ms. Campbell: Well, I know the family wants to possibly develop around the area on the surrounding parcels 
that are in, currently within the historic district, but in areas that aren’t considered contributing to the Smith 
Forbes House. Kathy said that the history of that district is a little strange, that they kind of put this giant 
district around the Smith Forbes House that didn’t necessarily need to be that size.  
 
Ms. Dodd: So part of the information that’s going to be given to us, could we have that history? 
 
Ms. Campbell: Yes, I’ll send along obviously the district itself, and as much information as I have that we 
shared with the ARB as well which include pictures of all of the buildings that are on the, in the property of 
the Smith Forbes House.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Yeah I think we need more information.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I just wanted to bring that up with you all.  
 
Ms. Dodd: So they’re not necessarily planning any drastic changes to the house itself, they just wanna be 
able to develop around it?  
 
Ms. Campbell: Yeah, and right now the district is so large and they’re, even though the Smith Forbes House 
itself was moved to the site, it’s the, what’s considered integral to the site is the Smith Forbes House, the 
other house were moved from surrounding counties in Spotsylvania and other places and don’t have any 
significance to the Smith Forbes history. So it’s kind of determining what to do with those, what they wanna 
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do with those buildings, if they just want to document them and so, they’re just discussing what’s possible 
right now, so it’s in very preliminary stages. So I’ll share all the information I have on that with you all so 
we can discuss it next meeting.  
 
Ms. Conner: Very good.  
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Conner: My chairman’s report today, I attended, it used to be called APVA, but now it’s called the 
Washington Heritage Museum… 
 
Ms. Dodd: Well those buildings used to belong to APVA but APVA sold them to this non-profit 
organization.  
 
Ms. Conner: This is not dealing with that, I just attended the meeting today and I just wanted to tell you that 
they had Mary Catherine Greenlaw the mayor of Fredericksburg talk and she talked about how important it is 
to have an historic planner in the area so I talked with her and she said that you know a fully paid position so 
I think that we should still push for that, to have that, this organization should push to have one here.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Well I thought we had decided to do that, push for one, and not concentrate, because we were sort 
of concentrating on trying to get the preservation ordinance passed and that just was hitting a brick wall all 
around so we decided to drop that and then put all our efforts into trying to get a preservation planner, so 
yeah. Fredericksburg has one now and… 
 
Ms. Conner: Full time… 
 
Ms. Dodd: Yeah, I’ve worked with her on a committee to actually get a preservation ordinance in place and 
that’s going to be official sometime soon, a couple months I think. Not just for the historic district, it’s for 
the whole city of Fredericksburg. I’ve been working with them for about a year and a half. We basically 
designated, because a lot of the area outside the historic district has already been compromised with 
development so they’ve identified areas of concern basically that are more, you know so they have an idea of 
what they need to watch out for, you know like somebody wants to do something out there on Route 3 by 
Central Park, you know so anyway they’ve identified, they had a study done to identify the historic sections 
of the, not only in the city but outside, so they have an idea of what they need to watch out for. It’s a very 
extensive study and they went around and talked to other cities that had ordinances, but anyway it’s been a 
complicated effort of a lot of people.  
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner: Any reports by the commission members? Okay, being none, we’ll move on to the approval of 
the minutes.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
September 5, 2019 
 
The commission voted to approve the minutes from September 5, 2019 as amended by Ms. Dodd. 
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October 3, 2019 
 
The commission voted to approve the minutes from October 3, 2019 as amended by Ms. Dodd.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no more business to discuss Ms. Conner adjourned the meeting at 3:16 pm.  
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